
 

 
Index Copernicus Value: 3.0 - Articles can be sent to editor@impactjournals.us 

 

IMPACT: Journal of Research in  
Humanities, Arts and Literature (IMPACT: JRHAL) 
ISSN(E): Applied; ISSN(P): Applied 
Vol. 1, Issue 1, Jun 2015, 55-66 
© Impact Journals 

 

THE POLITICAL DISCOURSE OF "AL QAEDA": A STUDY FROM  CRITICAL 

DISCOURSE ANALYSIS PERSPECTIVE 

MOURAD EL KHATIBI  

Mohammed 5 University, Rabat, Morocco 

 

ABSTRACT 

The present article is a study of one political speech delivered in 2002, right after the 11 September Attacks , by 

Abu Ghayth, one of the spokesmen of AL Qaeda. The study proposed three research questions which revolve around the 

Ideology of AL Qaeda, the implications of the processes types used and the linguistic and semantic techniques used in this 

political speech. By making recourse to Critical Discourse Analysis mainly Halliday’s transitivity as adopted by Fairclough 

and “Interpretation”, the study revealed that Abu Ghayth’s speech is a good representative of AL Qaeda’s Ideology based 

on power and dominance. The study revealed also that AL Qaeda was for this kind of operations which are Islamically 

legitimate according to it. In terms of “transitivity”, the processes used were meant to blame USA and to justify the 11 

September Attacks. As for the language used, it was full of irony, sarcasm and metaphors. 
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